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By PAUL ROBESON JR.

“the Democratic Party Conven-

" . tion, Teresa Heinz Kerry, ‘the

outspoken wife of ‘the Democra-
-_nominee;

" true patriots:are those who dare

te speak truth to power,” she:

*cast aside: today’s-central myth
-in America’s political discourse.

-"-The bipartisan political- consen-
- 'sus, reinforced by ‘the mass’

‘ 'medla rewards those who uttér

- conformlst slogans and punish- "

_es' ‘those ‘who speak trath . to-
. power. Her direct challenge to--
* - this consensus was studlously_f -
- -ignored by-the riedia commen- *
. - tators: Moreover they went out-
- of their way-to damn with faint -
. praise a speech that conveyed'»
. the ‘most 1n51ghtful powerful
.- -and courageous message deliv-'
- ‘ered from the podrum up to that _

’ ‘point.

"f_f-;Obama S overslmpllfled |dent|ty

By AMOS JONES

‘- Peculiar is “the manner in’
-which pundlts are-claiming that

. Illinois *State - Sen.. Barack
- Obamia, by v1rtue of his. ethnic

'llneage, could unité America in -

" away nobody else could: On the -
" heels: of his inspiring. keynote
speech before the -Demgcratic

- National. Conventlon on July 28;
_-such commentary comes forth"
“with-no acknowledgment of the-
" facial -dynamic respon51ble for -

. defining the- man’ s 1dent1ty 1n
+ the first- place. -~

- As with all biracial Amen-o
cans. born to ‘one whlte parent -
'and one Black parent, if Obama_
can 2 say easﬂy and w1thout chal-’ "

" When, on the:second.day of.

""’On the other hand the elec-

trlfymg, inspiring' and charis-
‘matic speech by Barack Obama, )
“INinois” Black candidate for, .the--
[ . Ameri¢a and a white A
~and Latino Amerlca and Asxan
~America. - There’ s the Umted
States of America.”
s Not 50:One Americai isa goal
“not-a- reallty There ‘have always
'been two’ conflicting Amerlcas
‘progressive America ‘and reac: "

IS* Senate, wds’ greeted univer-

sally by effusive and uncr1t1ca1
“praise. Th1s response was-well-
- earned.’
-speech, the companion ‘pieceto
“Teresa” Kerrfs, will go down in

“history- as. one -of “the:- great -
oments.of Amerlcan political

Barack Obama S

conventions, > eclipsing. -Mario .

'Cuomos famous achlevementg

byaw1de margin. oA =

- -Both: Barack - Obama and'
Teresa Keiry' presented ‘their .
progressive - messages. ‘within

“the - traditional ‘myth of “one
_nation, indivisible, with' liberty

and justice for all.” Both of them-

,probably knew that this 1llus1on,-‘
- has always been, and rémains, .

false. But the-vast majority ‘of
white voters. deeply cherish it;

and they would be offended by;'

“lenge that he i is Black he also
-ought to be able: to stand on gltage miust be acknowledged at
‘national’ telev1s1on and declare
‘without’ rldlcule that he 1s
: whlte ’

Of course we know why that
has never happened Barack’s’

. category of biracial people can-

not éxercise their. Fight:to 1den- ,

‘tify themselves;-their society .
“already does this for them, often
- from avery earlyage. -~ < -

This-automztic 1mpos1tlon of
the Black label’is the part of the

. ‘equation nobody wants to talk

about, though - partlcularly
durmg an election year. -
If Obama s capacity f for rac1al

g "the matter (Notably in’ South

..‘any ‘message that exphcltly
“rejects it. Therefore, ‘Barack..

Obama opened his address with--
the lines: “Thereis nota Black

tionary America; -the America of

~'the-Union and:the America of
- the Confederacy, wealthy Amer-

ica ‘and non-wealthy. Arherics; -
white Amerlca and- non-white
America; WASP America and
non-WASP America,

~ " The:national political debate
is rooted in unreal assumptmns
_Whlch reflect an artificial- meld-

1ng ‘of contradJctory values.:
" The US is governed ‘on’the.

‘basis of a’centrist compromise -

'between the values of the two

addressed then hlS white her—»

least as equally as is his Black"
heritage. Instead “he is ‘pro-

- clainted as a histori¢ Black fig- =
‘ure throughout America; from

- the Harvard Law-Review to the -

. United ‘States Senate. The man

ertamly cannot be faulted for
1dent1fy1ng himself ‘as ‘Black, -
since he hias no power t6 identi-

] fy othérwise and. therefore falls

“in the victimhood traps: set for

“all Black people in America. But

"Americans nonetheless should -
:stop-acting as if the -country.-

. embodies such egalitarian:good- -

will that Obama had a choice:in’

_erals (the center-left) an ]
servatives (the center—nght
'Both the left and the rightare

, forced to merge 1nto the
'center The' result is'a one-par
,_system with two competlng cen-

dlfferent Amerlcas, and ~this

-comprom1se 1mposes_ a_confor-

. trist. fact1ons -

~The right w1ng of the- conser-
vative faction. s the palitical-
enemy of : African-Americans,

“and it pursues:radical pohcles‘

‘in order to maintain the exist-

"‘1ng ‘status qug* -with its sharp

divisions. The left. wing: of the

liberal -faction -is -6ur natural -

pohtlcal ally, and-its goal is to:

’jcampalgn, o
become a’clear leﬂ:-nght coritest .
whlch reflectsthe nat10nw1de :
'conﬂlct over vahies-— progres- -

ted 'med
this’ election ‘has

sive valies " versus reactlonary

Om' values as’a people havei,'
-always been’ progressive-and
,are'symbohzed most closely m'

dlter the status quo in order to: P

unite the majority of the Ameri

can’ ‘people. The: core’ values -of:

these™ two nomlnally -céntrist. -

~groups rares fundamentally
’.opposed S _
Afr1ca,' “Obama ~“wéuld - be -

,ass1gned ‘to'the ‘more empmcal-
.ly precise label. of “colored;” in -
‘America the onie- drop rule stlll -

carnes welght ¥

"It is'a national tragedy that',
Obama ~and ' other “half-white
-“AfncanaAmerlca.ns have been

“disallowed: from clalmmg that

_they ‘are white. “Yet, amid the

'euphona of “this . truly ‘great

“American’s speech-last week,
everybody appeared to be uni--
'formly comfortable with a glar- “d
ing, . obv1ously ramst demal of,_}'

. personkiood.
‘Bt then

" paradox1ca :

at least onev_',

smatlon N
“In “a way, :

.makes hi

fully embrac1 ) _oth herltages

* African- Amer1can is question- tior

: 1ng Obamas hopeful rhetonc in -

- o»plymon - !

_’.—Pres1dent Bush, although he-
‘campalgned deceptlvely' as a, .

:_gh_ Wlng By contrast Senator,*‘ :
T emphatlcally embraced :

a “disinformation”

(Contmued on Page 45) . 7

the face of thlvs ethmcxty assas-_ ‘_ )

ot1ced Holly,
Clark my sister'and: a-political = * -
* scienice student at the Universi- = -
ty..of Kentucky in’ Lexmgtonl';? .
who, ‘like me;: viewed .miost- ‘of
Obama’s’ message favorably, “it
‘suggestion to hope -
yecause it fooks as -~
“ifbiracial Americans ,Who are.
Black and white have given up

and the -
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